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Rabbit haemorrhagic disease (RHD) is a viral
disease which poses a serious threat for both
rabbit farmers and rabbit owners, due to its
contagiousness and high mortality of infected
animals. Aforementioned factors neccessitate
culling of not only actually infected individuals,
but also animals suspected of contact with
infected ones, resulting in severe economic
losses in farming inducstry.

Despite numerous research efforts focused on
recombinant RHD vaccines, continuing need for
effective marker vaccines exists among
veterinary services, farmers, breeders and rabbit
owners. Such a vaccine should not only provide
effective protection of animals, but also allow
users to distinguish between infected animals
and vaccinated individuals.

Technology developed by scientists from
University of Gdańsk allows for production of
recombinant capsid protein with
haemagglutinating and antigenic properties,
capable of forming pseudoviral (VLP) particles
and thus stimulating production of antibodies
in vaccinated animals. In addition, marker
properties of developed vaccine provide
effective means of immunological differentiation
between already vaccinated animals and those
infected with RHD.
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